MWH Laboratories and
EDC and PPCP testing

As a leader in drinking water testing, MWH Labs
has been at the forefront of EDC and PPCP analysis
since 2004. MWH Labs has adopted variations of
the USGS EDC and PPCP testing methods.

Providing some of the earliest data to water utilities
and regulatory agencies, MWH Labs remains an
industry choice for this emerging contaminant
category. Listed below are a few of the programs
MWH Labs has been involved with:

A Public Utility Survey of the South Platte

River, Colo.
A Wastewater Re-use project for the
University of New Mexico
A East Bay Watershed Survey, Calif.
A Alamitos Barrier Recharge, Calif.
A Harbor Water Recycling, Calif.
A Miami Watershed Study, Ohio
A San Diego Water Recycling, Calif.
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Fish and other aquatic

wildlife are among
some of the species
most affected by
the environmental
impact of EDC and
PPCP contamination

What are EDCs and PPCPs?

EDCs are endocrine-disrupting compounds that impact the hormonal
system of humans and wildlife. PPCPs are pharmaceutically active
compounds and personal care products that pose a potential hazard to
humans and the environment. Recently, concerns have surfaced as a
result of research indicating important risks with EDCs and PPCPs,

including:

= Defined widespread EDC and PPCP occurrences throughout
U.S. waters according to a 2002 article published by the

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)

= Impacts on wildlife even at low concentrations according to

various researchers

= Inefficiency of traditional wastewater treatment to remove some of

these compounds

Pharmaceuticals, such as birth
control pills, heart medications and
hormones, which are unabsorbed as
they pass through the body,
ultimately enter our wastewater
source creating EDCs and PPCPs in
the environment as the water leaves
wastewater treatment plants

Some states, such as California,
have developed a specific list of
these compounds for monitoring
in recycled water and more regu-
lations nationwide are expected
in coming years.

Why are EDCs
and PPCPs a
concern?

EDCs and PPCPs are increas-
ingly becoming known as an
ecological risk and, as a result,
regulations on these compounds
are expected to increase quickly
in the next few years. Recently,
laboratory studies have indicated
EDCs and PPCPs may pass
through treatment plants.







